
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Primary School Parents,  
 

What a wonderful time we had with our Grandparents and Special Friends on Friday morning! We 

hosted more than 500 visitors.  Many children shared their grandparents with other children who had no 

visitors.  We know our students are kind and generous, but it is uplifting to see them practicing empathy 

and helping each other in this way. Thank you to Mrs. Childs and the Parents’ Association for their 

efforts to plan and execute this morning with us.  The children and adults had a wonderful time.  We 

wore everybody out with breakfast, speeches, entertainment, photos, presentations, songs, plays, square 

dancing , math games and challenges, swimming, poetry, gymnastics and just plain walking the building!  It 

was an exciting day!  
 

Some of you may have read the last Old Trail Magazine closely enough to note that construction begins 

this week at the primary end of the building.  The first grade classrooms are the smallest in the School 

and they are actually being expanded and receiving a facelift!  We are so excited!  Packing and planning 

are underway! The construction trailer and fencing are appearing this week.  The asphalt will be cut and 

you will begin to see where the new walls will appear.  A new external staircase being built near the 

parking lot will create some interest as well. 
 

Please note that the Buffalo Bytes letter this week includes a form for parents who are signing up for 

OTS van transportation.  We will not be mailing a form home this year.  Please print it out and mail or 

fax to School. 
 

It is May and our thoughts are turning to Spring Fling! Some of our families may not realize what Spring 

Fling is… This year Spring Fling is being held on May 30. This special ―field day‖ involves the entire 

School and all families.  The students come to School dressed in red, white and blue.  They are divided 

into groups with special red or blue bandanas.  
 

The children in the preschool classes are involved in Spring Fling games from 2:30-4 p.m. on the front 

playground.  Parents and siblings are welcome to join them there.  The preschool children are then 

released to their parents at 4 p.m. when they will watch other games, join friends on the field behind 

the school or go home.   
 

Primary students in grades K, 1 and 2 are involved in Spring Fling activities with their teachers from 

2:30-5 p.m. The teachers shepherd the children from game to game and parents are welcome to watch.  

The games culminate on the back hill with the traditional tug-of-war contests.  Some students ride their 

usual bus home at 3:30 p.m. Others go home with their parents at 5 p.m.  Many families stay from 5-7 

p.m. to share in our annul picnic dinner and fun evening activities.  The children at this time are under 

the watchful eyes of their parents.  Reservation forms for the dinner were in last week’s packet and are 

due on May 23.   
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Speaking of Spring Fling, the Parents’ Association needs LOTS of volunteers that day! The event is just 

four weeks away and volunteer forms are trickling in slowly.  We are hoping that we will have many 

volunteers to help with set up, activities and more.  It is good fun (even if it rains), and we won’t expect 

you to work the entire event.  The volunteer forms are due this Friday, May 9.  If you have misplaced 

yours, email Mrs. Childs your intention to help that day.   

 

Standardized testing began today in grades 1-8.  These tests provide useful information to teachers, 

administrators and parents each year. The data gathered over time is especially useful to help monitor 

the children’s growth and as a check for our own curricular goals. You will be receiving the results of this 

testing in the first big OTS mailing in June, once school is out.  The best way to prepare for these tests, 

is to ensure your family structure includes: 1) a generous amount of sleep each night, 2) the time for a 

protein rich breakfast and 3) the opportunity to have a positive send-off to school each morning.  

Primary School students will be taking their tests in the morning with as little change in their routines as 

possible. 

 

Reminders: 

As the school year draws to a close we often think about challenging our children with academic work 

through the summer so that they do not lose their skills.  Of course, it is our hope that they READ every 

day.  Some children enjoy working on schoolwork in workbooks.  Each year we recommend SummerSkills 

from Tri-C Publications, Inc. This is a company that provides summer workbooks for student practice in 

math, language arts, keyboarding (grades 3-6) and Spanish (for middle school students).  The teachers 

and I find the workbooks to be relevant and helpful.  If you decide to order from SummerSkills, you may 

order online: www.summerskills.com or by phone (1-888-595-6595).  Mrs. Stockwell has samples in the 

Primary School office that you may look at before ordering. 

 

Registrations for S'Camp 2008 are coming in.  Parents are welcome to register online.  Go to 

www.oldtrail.org and click on the Student Life tab (near the top of the page).  Under the Summer 

Programs link you will find the Online Registration button.  There is an earlybird discount if you 

register online and the discount has been extended through May 9.  

 

Sincerely, 

Luann Williams 

lwilliams@oldtrail.org 

 
Looking Ahead: 

 

Monday-Friday—ERB testing in grades 1-8 

Tuesday, May 6— Drop Everything and Read from 8:35-9 a.m. 

Tuesday, May 6— Little Readers in the library at 9:15 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 7—Mid-quarter already!!! 

Thursday, May 8— Little Readers in the library at 8:45 a.m. 

Friday, May 9—Free Dress. 

Friday, May 9—Grade 1 Mothers’ Day Tea at 8:30 a.m. 

 

http://www.summerskills.com/
mailto:lwilliams@oldtrail.org


   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter People     Meet Quiet Mr. Q  

Shared reading    Sight Words  Big Special Word        Be 

Quiet!         be     quibble   

 Quack, Quack, Quack!        As  

 Very Quiet Cricket 

 Quick As A Cricket 

 Who Will Be My Mother? 

 In The Chicken Coop 

 The Farm Is Not A Farm 

 Farm Alphabet 

Reading Workshop 
 Readers figure out words as they read from leveled texts. 

Writing Workshop 
 Writers will strengthen their writing skills with the introduction of their Memories of Kindergarten book. 

Math  
  Number Stations  
  Tops Problem Solving – Subtraction and Addition 

  Review money        

Science / Social Studies 
    Introduce Farm unit 

  

Computer Update 
        Neighborhood Map Machine 

School News     
Upcoming important dates: 

*Field trip to Lake Farmpark on May 21. (See information in the Monday packet) 

*Letter People Parade on May 29 from 8:45-9:30 a.m. (See information in the Monday packet) 

*Spring Fling on May 30. 

*Mrs. Matlock’s Class will be having their Buddy Picnic on May 13.  Please send a packed lunch with your child on 

Tuesday, May 13. 

*Mrs. Wrobel and Miss Kane’s Buddy Picnic TBA 

 

 

Contact us:  (ckane@oldtrail.org) (mmatlock@oldtrail.org) (ewrobel@oldtrail.org) 
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